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It has been more than a month already 

that we go to the „Ivan Vasov School“ in 

Stara Zagora every Tuesday and 

Wednesday. We do some activities with 

second-grade pupils in the afternoon 

when the have finished their homework 

before their parents pick them up. 

 

The children are quite different from 

what we are used to in Dalboki, they 

were more reserved in the beginning 

and not so outgoing. But yet, they are 

every time very happy to see us and do 

every activity with joy. They also have a 

lot of useful things in the classroom, like 

watercolour, paper, glue... This (and the 

fact that the teacher of my class speaks 

English and can translate if needed) 

allows us to do a bit more complicated 

handicrafts. 

Wednesday last week was St. Martin's 

Day so we decided to tell them about it 

and show them how children in 

Germany celebrate this occasion 

because in my opinion, the traditions are 

very nice. 

The day before we made some 

decoration: Coloured paper around a 

glass to put a candle inside. On this point 

I have to say that unlike the German 

November wheather which is most of 

the time very cold and grey, last week in  
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Bulgaria was warm and sunny so the 

effect was not so visible. Nevertheless, 

the following day the children were very 

excited about the candles and it took us 

a lot of time to light them all, especially 

because when we were finished there 

were again three kids whose candles 

went out already. 

Another part of the small „program“ was 

to tell them the legend of St. Martin who 

cut his cloak in two to share it with a 

poor beggar in a cold night. For this we 

had a text and a song translated to 

Bulgarian and I think they liked the story 

although I am not sure if they got what 

the story was really about. When we 

gave the „Martinsbrötchen“ they shared 

it with the person sitting next to them 

but when they came to take a second 

they didn't think at all about giving 

something to the others, too.That was 

one of the moments when I really 

wished I could speak enough Bulgarian 

to talk to them more!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was only a small event it I had a lot 

of people to help me with things I 

couldn't do but still it was a very 

interesting experience. I learned that 

there is a lot of small 

things to organise 

for something that 

sounds so simple 

and that it requires a 

good planning if you 

don't want that the 

kids get bored, start 

to do something 

else and everything 

ends in chaos. I also 

saw that the 

children are very 

interested in 

Germany and I'm sure that we will show 

them more about our country in the 

future. 
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First of all you should know what kind of 

project you want to do. Ask yourself that 

question and read the project 

description really carefully. I mean of 

course you have the right to change 

some of the activities during your EVS 

and be creative but it should be 

something related to the main idea of 

the project. My most important advice 

is: Do not choose your project by the 

country. I know a lot of people want to 

go to the more popular countries like 

England, Spain, Italy etc. but believe me; 

if you don’t like your project you will 

have a bad time. And because everyone 

wants to go to these countries it’s even 

harder to get accepted. I personally had 

the same problem. I wanted to go to 

Finland so bad. I tried everything but I 

just got refusals over and over again. I 

didn’t apply for different countries at all 

and the tasks of the project didn’t 

matter to me. That’s how I wasted 

almost 5 months.  

Then I realised that I made a big 

mistake. After that I applied for many 

other projects in other countries and 

now it was the opposite; the only thing 

that matters was the project and not the 

country. The result is that I’m now in 

Bulgaria being involved in the best 

project of the best organization with the 

best people ever.  

You should be aware that sometimes it 

takes a long time to find the perfect 

project for you. And don’t forget that 

there are many applicants. So if the 

receiving organization doesn’t approve 

you, it doesn’t mean that you are not 

good enough for them, maybe there 

were many other people interested in 

the same project. 

 

 

I’m happy that I changed my mind about 

the destination and I think it’s more 

interesting to explore a completely 

unknown country rather than a well-

known country like England. Maybe it 

can be more challenging sometimes but 

you can learn a lot and grow with the 

tasks and develop on a personal level. 

If you want to search for your perfect 

project here are some useful websites: 

http://europa.eu/youth/evs_database  

http://europa.eu/youth/vp/opportunity_l

ist_en  

https://www.salto-youth.net/  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/EVS.

vacancy/  

http://www.youthnetworks.eu/  

http://eurodesk.eu/  

http://europeanvoluntaryservice.org/   

Don’t lose your motivation and don’t 

give up. Be patient, be brave and 

become a happy EVS volunteer! 

How to find the right EVS project 
by Kathrin Domröse 
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We asked the former volunteer Todor 

what he did in his EVS project:  

 

„What we did in Poland? We mostly 

travelled. We were in different places 

every week, except for one week where 

we decided to take a break. 

But of course travelling isn't the only thing 

you do during your EVS: Our work 

consisted mainly of going to schools and 

kindergartens and do presentations about 

our countries and to do sports activities 

with the kids by playing games. 

Sometimes we had problems at our work, 

one time for example we expected 10-11 

year-old kids but instead there were 2 

year-olds. We had no idea what to do 

because there was no way to do the 

activities we prepared with them. We tried 

to improvise and played some games with 

them but when I think about the 

expressions on their faces I don't think 

they enjoyed it very much.“ 

 

If you want to hear more about his project 

make sure to check out the interview in 

the next issue of this newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We always write about how we are doing 

as foreigners in Bulgaria so now it is time 

to do it the other way round: 27 year-old 

Hristo from Bulgaria is living and working 

in Slovenia as an EVS volunteer since 

October and answered some questions 

about his experiences so far: 

 

 

Why did you decide to go on EVS? 

 

I heard about EVS 2 years ago. I really 

liked the concept of this programme, but 

for this period of time there was always 

something that was stopping 

me(university, etc). But at the beginning 

of 2015, I just decided to apply for 

different volunteering projects that attract 

me. I would say that EVS is more like 

personal development, gaining new skills 

and competences. On the other hand, 

living in a foreign country also helps me to 

deal with different situations, it makes me 

more experienced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is your project about and what are 

your tasks? 

 

The name of my project is “Keep up the 

good work“.The main idea of the project is 

working with young people who need to 

be motivated to find a job. Basically I am 

responsible of making workshops on 

topics related to the main one. On the 

other hand, I have my personal project 

which officially starts next week. I will  

work with students from the local high 

school on varieties of topics related to  

their interests. The method of our work 

will be non formal education, of course. 

 

 

What was your first impression of 

Slovenia? 

 

Nature, nature and nature. Over half of 

the country is covered by forests. 

Definitely so green landscapes. I just love 

that. 
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What was the best moment since you're 

there? 

 

One of the best things since I am here is 

the moment when I felt like a part of this 

Youth center, the moment when I felt fully 

accepted in this community of people who 

work and volunteer here. 

 

 

And what was your biggest challenge so 

far? 

 

I could not point out a specific challange, 

actually. Everytime when I work on my 

project it is challenging for me, but I 

definitely love it . This is the way to create 

something good, isnt it? 

 

 

What is different about life in Slovenia 

and life in Bulgaria? 

 

I have been living here for one month and 

a half now so I could not define so many 

differences. But one thing I could say is 

that Slovenians really like riding bikes, 

especially in Ljubljana, and in general they 

do more sport. 

 

 

What do you definitely want to do 

during your EVS? 

 

What I would like to do during my EVS is 

definitely improving myself at the 

workshops I am responsible for, also I 

really want to collaborate with other EVS 

volunteers so we can work on common 

projects together. Apart of working, I 

want to travel as much as I can. There are 

so many things to explore here and the 

neighbour countries that I can't wait. And 

last but not least - making friendships. 

 

 

What was the most important thing that 

you have learned in Slovenia so far? 

 

I learned how to “Just do it“, go for 

everything I would like to do, be more 

proactive. Of course I learned how to say 

“Thank you“, “Please“ and I also know  

 

how to order bread and coffee in Slovene 

language. 

 

 

Is there anything else you would like to 

say? 

 

I invite everyone who feels open for 

adventures, challenges, new environment 

to go on EVS , it is definitely an amazing 

experience. And don't forget that 

everyone is the creator of their own 

experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Authors of the newsletter: 

 

 

Name:   Kathrin Domröse  

 

Phone:   00359879055592  

   

E-mail:  kathrin.domroese@web.de 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camilla Lummerzheim 

 
0876294989 

 

camilla.lummerzheim@gmx.de 

 

 


