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Rubrica: What others say about volunteers? 

Dalboki schools teacher and children tell about volunteers Tamara and Sebastian 

Rubrica: Interview with volunteer 

Latvian girl experience in Bulgaria 

 

They make children better 
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Tamara Parfeniuk  and Sebastian Kerbosch work in Dalboki school as volunteers. 

They teach children different developing games and english language.  Dalboki 

teacher Vanya Kurteva says: „It is very interesting for children and it’s a big 

expierence for me. Because it’s intersting to see childrens reactions, what they think 

about new people from different cultures, different nacionalities. Volunteers are very 

smart. I like all volunteers. Every year for me is very interesting because it’s different 

people with diferent characters. I learn from them different things and that is very, 

very interesting from me.”  

Dalboki schools children for volunteers tell only good things.  

Zina Ivanova about volunteers says: “I like Tamara and Sebastian because they are 

very funny and good. They know Swedish and Russian languages and draw very well  

and know how to make good relationships with other people.” Andrey Kalchev says: 

“They love me, because they taught me to draw and to take some photos. Tamara and 

Sebastian are good drawers. I am very pleased when Tamara and Sebastian show us 

new games.  Some people ask me for money when I want to learn something but 

Tamara’s and Sebastian’s lessons are free.” Tsanko Irdanov says: “We enjoy lessons 

with Tamara and Sebastian. They are not teachers but friends and they are very good 

for people.  I wish Tamara and Sebastian came to school every day.  They are very 

funny and they love children, they care about children. They are very kind and from 

volunteers I know new games.” Zalaty Asenov says: “They are very smart, they love 

their job, they help to learn new things. Tamara and Sebastian teach more interesting 

than teachers and they don’t put marks. I think Tamara and Sebastian make me 

better.” 

 

EVS changed my life 
 

Liene Seglina, 23 years  

From Latvia. EVS in Bulgaria  



 

Why did you decide to apply? 

I had heard about it since I was 14, I was waiting until my graduation and then went 

for my EVS. 

What were the project activities?  

My duties at Vidin, Free Youth Centre, were to organise activities for gypsy kids and 

youth in a day care centre, - social work etc. My tasks were mainly what I wanted to 

do, as well as leading workshops such as theatre, music and graffiti. I also did make a 

lot of videos at a video workshop. My EVS project also closed up with an exhibition 

including 12 posters in Bulgarian and Latvian, where I have been collecting stories of 

gypsy traditions and their many traditional festivals. 

Did you like Bulgaria? 

The only fact I didn’t like about my hometown in Bulgaria- Vidin, it was so far away 

from other towns and hard to travel, especially long distance travels; occupation 

buildings- massive and old (soviet times, I’m sick of seeing them in Latvia). 

The only fact I was shocked about was the dirtiness on the streets and many homeless 

cats and dogs! That’s not normal, and that was the thing I couldn’t get used to. 

But the town became smaller and smaller each day, because I have met so many 

people every day, and the more I started to speak in Bulgarian the more people I was 

able to meet. A lot of people knew me as a crazy Latvian girl who voluntary work 

here in Vidin (poorest corner of Bulgaria, which nobody wouldn’t choose) and she 

works with gypsies! What a crazy fact! Crazy! (I put a smile on my face and was 

proud of what I’m doing).  

Until today I cannot forget what my closest Bulgarian friend once told me: If in any 

other place than in your hometown you know where is: the greatest coffee, candies, 

tea, an old baba to say Hello every morning; you know local people by names, see 

them every day and immediately recognize some visitor in town - you can call this 



place yours. Place where you belong. That’s my place. Vidin. Bulgaria. And yes, my 

friends are gypsies and I am not ashamed by this fact. I’m proud of it. 

Have you encountered any difficulties during your stay in Bulgaria?  

I’m a positive oriented person, can’t see negative things, or if I do I forget them fast. 

How  did you spend your free time?  

Free time?! I was traveling a lot around Bulgaria and also Romania. 

In Vidin I spent my free time on skype and internet mainly. But also went out with my 

local friends for a coffe every day, spent a lot of my free time in Mahala being with 

gypsy friends and teaching them to cook Latvian food, telling facts about Latvia and 

learning Bulgarian, understanding the culture. 

Was this experience useful for your future personal or career development? 

Definetly, more then 300%. I became confident being in touch with other cultures, 

explaining them to others. I have found a job, becouse of the fact being EVS and 

working with Kids and Youth. Moreover I am planning to return to Bulgaria in the 

future and introduce it to my family, and also visit all my friends. Of course the fact 

and my experience of working with kids and youth have made up my mind to write 

my bachelor in this field, researching intercultural communication, skills and to 

develop my competences with youth by international exchange projects. 

Did EVS change your life? What will you remember from your service? 

Yes! It did! To positive way! I will always remember Bulgaria and my friends from 

my EVS time. That was my school of life! Learned to understand myself, discover the 

things and actions around me, why things go wrong or become more realistic. 

Every single moment Bulgaria is in my mind. I have made a tattoo (Bulgarian rose), 

which is always with me, my friends and dearest moments are with me. 
 

What do you do now? 

At the moment I am back in Latvia, I have made my choice to study Communication 

Management in Liepaja University, planning to graduate in June 2014. Based on my 

positive attitude and experience I have been working as an English teacher in 

kindergartens. I haven’t stopped to use opportunities that European Commission 

projects offer, so I was doing my ERASMUS study exchange in Germany, where I 

also went again for my ERASMUS Internship. Nevertheless, I am actively 

participating in different NGOs activities and projects here in Latvia related with 

gypsy people. 
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